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April 15, 2009

Aaron Reardon, Snohomish County Executive

John Koster, Snohomish County Council Member

Brian Sullivan, Snohomish County Council Member

Mike Cooper, Snohomish County Council Member

Dave Gossett, Snohomish County Council Member

Dave Somers, Snohomish County Council Member

Kathryn Bratcher, Clerk of the Council

At the April 9th meeting of the 44th Legislative District Democrats, the general membership adopted, without dissent, a Resolution for Elimination of Fully Contained Community Policies and Regulations from Snohomish County’s Comprehensive Plan. The resolution is included.

The 44th Legislative District Democrats oppose Fully Contained Communities (FCC’s) in Snohomish County.

The 44th Legislative District Democrats advocate that FCC’s be prohibited in Snohomish County by the elimination of FCC policies and regulations from the County’s Comprehensive Plan

We request the Snohomish County Council and Executive work to eliminate Fully Contained Community Policies and Regulations from Snohomish County’s Comprehensive Plan.

We believe that FCC’s, although allowed within the state’s growth management act, violate the major principles behind growth management.  We need to learn from King County’s failed experience with FCC’s. 

Our opposition is based, in large part, on concern for the environment.  We believe that FCC’s, despite their name, increase greenhouse gas emissions as there is not sufficient accountability to provide for living wage jobs within the community. And, as the FCC’s would be located in rural areas, lack of public transportation and inadequacy of roads makes FCC development unwise.  We are further concerned that during the recent Snohomish County stakeholder meetings, developers opposed amendments that would increase their accountability and decrease impact to the rural communities where an FCC might be located.

The opposition of FCC’s by Snohomish County cities, Community Transit, Fire District Commissioners, Snohomish County Tomorrow and Washington’s Department of Community, Trade & Economic Development validates our concerns.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Rick DeWitt

Chair, 44th Legislative District Democrats

" If you're walking down the right path and you're willing to keep walking, eventually you'll make progress.”
Barack Obama
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